Cyprian

Christmas Fair - Saturday 2nd Dec - 10am - 2pm
Carol Service - Sunday 17th Dec - 6.30pm
Christingle Service - Sunday 24th Dec - 5pm
Christmas Midnight Service - Sunday 24th Dec - 11.30pm
Christmas Day Service - Monday 25th Dec - 10.30am
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From the Rector

Dear Friends,
Back in September, I was waiting for
the bus on Townhead, and glanced
across the road at an “establishment.” I
won’t say which one. In the window
they had a Christmas tree, all lit up,
ready for the celebration! To be fair to
the establishment I think they were
using it to advertise Christmas dinners
– and trying to get people to book in. It
seemed a bit early!

important. My view is that Advent is
important, but if a Carol service, or a
Christingle service gets strangers in church to
hear the amazing story of the birth of Jesus,
then I’m more than happy to suspend Advent
for a couple of hours!!
Maybe we could ask if there is a different
way of looking at this? Maybe this great build
up to Christmas might say something different.
Maybe it is an expression, in some way, or
expectation, of anticipation. Perhaps a sadness
about Christmas is that the actual celebration
for many people could never live up to the
preparation, the anticipation, the expectation,
and by Boxing Day, a “slump” sets in . . . . .
Be that as it may, this build up, this
preparation, is a sign of expectation of
something special about to happen. A sign that
for many people – most people – Christmas is
something special, something worth making
huge preparations for.
There is an advert on the television at the
moment from a company advertising oak
furniture. (We won’t mention the name!). The
most recent advert I saw was advertising oak
dining tables. And the motivation – get a new
oak dining table by Christmas to make
Christmas really special, to give you the
perfect Christmas! It is amazing what
advertisers can proclaim is essential for a
Continued overleaf

However it does remind me of another year
when I got my first Christmas catalogue
through the post (and as clergy we get a lot of
Christmas catalogues) in April! Then today I
drive around the area and notice that many
Christmas decorations are already put up on
lamp posts – but that is for practical reasons –
most have not been turned on yet.
My first reaction to these early
manifestations of Christmas may be the same
as yours – that’s terrible! Can’t they wait?
Christmas seems to get earlier every year . . . .
Grumpiness sets in!
Over the years I have come in for a little
criticism from some people in the wider
church in terms of my view of Advent. I’m
happy to have carol services early in
December. Or Christingles. Or any other
Christmassy thing. And I hear the voices – yes,
but what about Advent, and Advent is
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From the Rector

Magazine &
DNS Deadline

“perfect” Christmas!!!!! It is an interesting
question – what makes a perfect Christmas?
To listen to most people in the wider world,
Christmas is all about family. If you want the
truth – I find this very difficult to accept. Are
we really saying that if you do not have a
family, you can’t have a perfect Christmas?
In my experience, families can be quite
demanding at Christmas, and you are often
spending time with people you may not
naturally be friends with. Every year I come
across church members who would love to
share in the Christian celebration of Christmas,
but families say no – come to us instead.
Family is important. But it is not the centre.
For others it might be the food, or the
drink, or the telly. It might be visiting people.
All of which are important. But perhaps not
the centre.
I have this theory about Christmas! People
are expectant, excited, prepared about
Christmas, and the early and expansive
preparations are a sign of that. People know it

The next issue of Cyprian Life should be
available in Church on 28th January
2018. The deadline for material is 21st
January and the magazine will cover
February and March 2018.
Please pass notes, articles, photographs and
anything else that may be of interest to other
members of the congregation to me by the
deadline in order to give time for typesetting
and printing. Electronic format is preferred
since this is usually quicker and more accurate.
Please let me know about what is important
to you. It is great to be able to report family
events and things happening in our local
community. Thank you.
I incorporate items from the Glasgow &
Galloway Diocesan News that I hope might
interest members of the congregation into this
magazine. The Diocese appears to have
dropped using the recently introduced web
domain, church.scot, so you can now subscribe
to receive the monthly news email from the
diocese by going to glasgow.anglican.org, the
diocesan home page, and entering your email
address in the box at the bottom of the page.
The email newsletter takes the form of brief
paragraphs with links to fuller articles on the
diocesan website and, where appropriate, other
sites. The diocese is also on Facebook—search
’Diocese of Glasgow & Galloway’.
We are encouraged to contribute by
sending any items for the email newsletter to
news@glasgow.anglican.org. There’s no
stated deadline, but they need to be in a few
days before the email comes out (usually on
the second last Friday of the month).
The views expressed in Cyprian Life are
not necessarily those of the Editor or of the
Scottish Episcopal Church.
Paul Hindle

Cover Photo
Our 2017 Pet Blessing Service was
held 18th November. There was a
good turnout of pets and their
owners. There were ten dogs and
eight stick insects!
The picture shows the assembled
company after the service before they
went through to the hall for refreshments.
It’s a lovely short service. One of the
pets joins in with the singing (or is she
howling for it to stop?!!). There’s a good
time to socialise afterwards.
If you’ve never been, why not make a
note to come along next year?
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The Children of Israel

continued from page 3

In Sunday school one morning Joseph
raised his hand to ask a question that had
perplexed him for some time.
“There’s something I can’t work out.
According to the bible, the Children of
Israel crossed the Red Sea, right?”
“Right,” said his teacher.
“And the Children of Israel beat up the
Egyptian’s, right?”
“Er, right . . .”
“And the Children of Israel built the
temple, right?”
“Right again . . . .”
“And the Children of Israel fought the
Philistines, and then the Moabites, and
lots of other tribes, and the Children of
Israel were always doing something
important, right?”
“All that’s right too,” agreed the
teacher. “So what’s your question,
Joseph?”
“Well, what were the grown-ups doing
all that time?”

is a great occasion. That is fantastic, not a
cause for grumbling. But they don’t actually
know why, and because they don’t know why,
too often it is a disappointment. They don’t
know why because we are so reticent to tell
people. And so reticent to invite people to find
out.
Only one thing – one person demands that
level of expectation. And that was a baby born
in a stable. Called Jesus. In truth, it is only
Jesus who is worth that level of expectation.
And we have a responsibility. To tell people.
To invite people. To make the birth of Jesus
special for ourselves.
Have a great “Birth of the Son” of God
Christmas.
Best wishes,

Les
The Link

Pastoral Care

For the latest information about
events at St Cyprian’s, please check
the Link each week in Church or on
our web site:
www.stcyprianslenzie.com

One of the important purposes of
Christ’s church is to provide the
love and care we all need.
If you, or anyone you know, would
like a visit from a priest or the opportunity
for a confidential chat and a prayer, please
contact the Revd. Les Ireland, who will be
happy to help in any way he can.
St. Cyprian’s also has a number of
people who are authorised to visit and
simply be a trusted friend who can be
there to listen if you wish. Les can put you
in touch with an appropriate person that
may be best qualified to help. Please
telephone Les on 0141-776 3866.

The Link and the colour version of this
magazine can be downloaded in PDF
format by clicking on the links on the
Publications page (older copies of the
Link are in Word format).
If you would like to add an event to the
Link and/or the website, please email the
details to link@stcyprianslenzie.com or
phone the Rector on 0141-776 3866.
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St John 1.14: and the Word became flesh and dwelt among us …
We’re all familiar with slogans,
mottoes, catchphrases, strap lines, by
which institutions or political parties or
campaigning groups like to promote
themselves, their claims, their values
among the rest of us. Some of them may
strike us as important and even
challenging – I certainly, for example,
find that to be true of Christian Aid’s
strap line, We believe in life before death.
And I’ve always loved the motto of the
University of Oxford, where I studied
for my degree in theology: Dominus
illuminatio mea, the Lord is my light.
Well, I think that the word flesh was a kind
of strapline for the Christian communities
among which the Gospel of St John came to be
written, say, in the second half of the first
century CE. The most celebrated use of it we
hear proclaimed in the gospel every year at
Midnight Mass: the Word became flesh and
dwelt among us. But we also find it in the
letters of St John, closely related to the Gospel,
where it is said that true believers always
confess that Jesus Christ came in the flesh.
Indeed so important was this little word flesh
to these Johannine Christians that they went so
far as to claim that those who would not say
that Jesus came in the flesh were Antichrist,
just about the worst thing you could say about
anyone, from a Christian point of view, right
up to the present day.
The thing is, though, that this coming in the
flesh isn’t just important to St John’s Christian
communities. It’s not just a matter of what
they thought all those centuries ago. Not at all.
It has remained of absolutely fundamental
importance to all Christian people ever since
and is at the very heart of our Christmas

celebrations, every year, which is why
traditionally the reader of the gospel makes a
deep bow at these words and why people used
to kneel for the words and was made man in
the Creed. Really, Christmas simply isn’t
conceivable, isn’t possible without St John’s
joyous affirmation that God the Word became
flesh and dwelt among us.
Why is that so? Why should such a small
word matter so very much? Well, for St John
and his communities of Christians, flesh was
important because it meant to them our human
life, so that when he says that God becomes
flesh, he wants us to understand that in Jesus
Christ God lives out our human life from the
inside. We call this the Incarnation, God with
a skin if you like, and it’s what Christmas is all
about. God so loves us, so wants us to make
the most of the lives given us, by drawing us to
God’s own life, that it is a case of becoming
God with us, God one of us, flesh of our flesh
and bone of our bone. God wants to be as
close to us as possible and that means
beginning life as we do, utterly dependent on
other people. Not God commanding us from
6

This brilliant poem was posted on the
Dementia Awareness Facebook Page:

acts

Do not ask me to remember
in Kirkintilloch
and Lenzie
Do not try to make me understand
Let me rest and know you’re with me
Kiss my cheek and hold my hand.
Service for the
I’m confused beyond you concept
I am sad and sick and lost.
All I know is that I need you
To be with me at all cost.
St. Mary’s, Kirkintilloch
Do not lose your patience with me.
Tuesday
23rd January 2018
Do not scold or curse my cry.
7pm (to be confirmed)
I can’t help the way I’m acting
Can’t be different though I try.
Preacher: Fr Len Purcell
Just remember that I need you,
That the best of me is gone.
More information about the week and
Please don’t fail to stand beside me,
resources under the title “That all may be
Love me till my life is done.
free” can be viewed on the CTBI Website:
Owen Darnell
ctbi.org.uk

Week of Prayer
for Christian Unity

afar with overwhelming power, but in our
midst loving us in the weakness and
vulnerability of a human child. This is how
much God loves us fleshly human beings and,
as the divine life among us unfolds, we know
the cost of that love, the height, the depth, the
self-giving of that love.
As we celebrate once more that immense
love God has for us and for the whole world,
we must know ourselves called to love God in
return. And a big part of that is to love
ourselves and all around us as we are loved by
God, to love ourselves and those around us
because we are all loved so much by God and
so precious to God.
This we are called to do in and for a world
that can often seem very far away from love,
life and hope. We see so much hatred, so
much holding of human life not as precious but
as cheap and insignificant, so much torn and
wounded and abused flesh, so many shattered
lives, so much cruelty, so much indifference to
suffering, so much pitiless killing of the
innocent. Christmas is not about escaping from
all of that. Apart from anything else, it is all

anyhow embedded in our Christmas
celebration as it unfolds – after all, on the
second day of Christmas we find ourselves
commemorating the terrible stoning to death of
St Stephen and then two days later the
slaughter of the children of Bethlehem at
Herod’s command.
The thing is, of course, that the Word made
flesh, Jesus himself, from the very start of his
life among us, as his family fled for their lives
as refugees into Egypt, faced in the world he
loved the same lovelessness and cruelty that
we face. He knows what that’s like and He is
with us in our Christmas celebration and
throughout our lives to encourage us always to
keep faith, to hold to love, and goodness and
truth and beauty, to hold to God’s vision of the
preciousness of all God’s children, whose
flesh God shares, whose lives God cherishes
and whose love God desires, always and for
ever.
I wish you all a very happy and blessed
Christmas.
+Gregor
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Important people you may never
Saint Nicholas..?
I reckon everyone will have heard about
St. Nicholas – otherwise known as Santa
Claus, a key figure at this time of the
year, even for those who have no
Christian faith at all. We know he
brings presents, but who was he?
Where did he come from? Why does he
give stuff away for nowt?
Saint Nicholas was born in 270AD in
Patara, a city in coastal Lycia on the
Mediterranean sea in Turkey, and was brought
up in Myra, also in Lycia. He was thought very
devout from an early age. His parents died of
plague when he was young, and he was
brought up by his uncle, the Bishop of Patara.
His uncle made him a monk and ordained him
an elder.
From 312 – 317 he lived in a monastery in
the Holy Land, but shortly after returning to
Myra he was made Bishop. In 325 he attended
the council of Nicea, and was said to be so
passionate in a debate with the heretic Arius
that he hit him! He died in December 343AD.
So what sort of reputation did St. Nicholas
have? Well, first he is famous for miracles!
One reputed miracle was when a butcher
murdered three men, intending to turn them
into meat pies. Nicholas discovered the plot
and raised the three men from the dead! Once
in Jerusalem, he wanted to pray, so approached
the only church in the city. Mysteriously the
door opened as he approached!
After Nicholas died, his body and life took
on a whole life of its own. His Skeleton was
disinterred and bits of it travelled around the
known world, having a particular importance
to the people of Russia. At the same time,
legends about him grew, and started, such that,
even if he had not become Santa Claus, he

would still be an important figure today.
So the question is, how did this Bishop in a
fairly obscure part of the Christian world in the
3rd century become Santa Claus? It started with
a particular legend, which varies in details
from source to source. In Myra there was a
very poor man who had three daughters. In
that time, a father had to provide a dowry for a
daughter to be married. If he didn’t then the
daughter could not be married, and would
probably have to turn to prostitution to
survive. This man could not provide dowries
for any of his daughters. The story has it that
Nicholas, secretly, at night, provided three
purses with enough money in each to be a
dowry. The father wanted to know the
benefactor, so hid and caught Nicholas
delivering the third purse. On being
confronted, Nicholas said that the man should
thank God alone. Another version of the story
says that Nicholas dropped the third purse
8

have heard of . . . . . .
down the chimney because he was aware of
the father watching . . . . .
As the “cult” of Nicholas grew, so by the
middle ages children were given gifts on the
6th December in memory of him – on his saints
day. In the reformation Martin Luther liked the
gift giving but didn’t like the veneration of
saints, so promoted gift giving at the birth of
Christ on 25th December. However by then gift
giving was associated already with Nicholas,
who became Santa Claus. Add in influences of

other mid-winter figures – Woden in
Germany, Father Christmas in England, so that
by today there is this legendary figure – Father
Christmas, who is Santa Claus, who is Kris
Kringle, who is Sinterklaas, different parts of
the story today coming from different legends.
There was clearly a great figure who was
Bishop of Myra in Turkey. It is remarkable
where his story has gone in the intervening
times to the tradition that it is is today . . . . . .

The Holy Gospel is written in . . .
through physical action and materials.
HOWEVER – Mark is very keen to say that
Jesus is NOT a magician, as many tried to say,
rather he was the Messiah, the Son of God.
Thirdly, Mark presents the disciples as
particularly thick! This seems mainly to get
over the idea that the Messiah was the one who
would suffer. It was a contrast – the disciples
wanted and expected a Messiah of power:
Jesus was “over against” that – he was to be a
Messiah who would suffer. This is perhaps
also reflected in the “Resurrection” stories in
Mark which appear confused and very thin.
Mark wanted Jesus to be seen not so much as
the risen one, but as the suffering one.
Fourthly, Mark has a theme of the
“Messianic Secret.” All through Mark’s
gospel, we see people discovering Jesus as the
Messiah, but when they do, Jesus tells them to
keep quiet about it! Why? Well there’s a lot of
debate, but perhaps it is about Jesus wanting us
to discover who he is for ourselves, as opposed
to people being told. To discover is to engage
far more with Jesus.
Mark’s gospel is a delight, it is profound in
it’s simplicity and story telling. I hope you get
to discover a real special piece of writing
through this coming year.

In our communion services we have a
gospel reading. Which gospel we read
from depends on which one is set for the
church year, which starts on Advent
Sunday.
For the last year, we have had readings
from Matthew’s Gospel. For the year 2018, the
readings will be mainly from Mark’s gospel.
Exceptions? At special festivals, readings are
often taken from John’s gospel. This year –
mainly Mark’s gospel. So what do we know
about Mark’s gospel? What special features
could we look out for?
Firstly – Mark is in many ways simpler and
shorter than the other gospels, and doesn’t
include, for example, anything about the birth
of Jesus. It is thought that the writers of
Matthew and Luke (and even John to some
extent) based their gospels on Mark’s version,
adding extra “stuff” they had from other
sources. Mark’s gospel is thus earlier than the
others, and probably written BEFORE the
destruction of Jerusalem in AD70 – the other
gospels seem to have references to that event,
absent in Mark.
Secondly – a greater proportion of Mark’s
gospel tells of miracles Jesus performed, often
9

Tribute to Avril Critchlow

church life, and I think she found church, and
the members of St. Cyprian’s, a great support
through some of her struggles. At the same
time, she was also a great support to others
while they were struggling, often in very
practical ways.
Avril was a special member of St.
Cyprian’s, and we will miss her terribly. Do
please continue to pray for husband, Harry, for
Every church needs as many “Avrils” as Jean her mother and for her two children
possible. She wasn’t someone who liked the Edward and Bridget as they come to terms
limelight and would only do something with their loss.
“public” on Remembrance Sunday, a day that
was special to her. However, she was a great To Avril’s friends at St. Cyprian’s
supporter. She was a member of the Vestry.
Thank you for the care and compassion
She worked for hours in our Kitchen at carboot
that
you have all shown in these last few weeks
sales, concerts, and other church events. She
since
Avril’s death. St. Cyprian’s had been a
loved gardening, and looking after the church
significant
part of her life for such a long time
gardens. On one level, Avril was a private
and
she
would
have been deeply humbled by
person, something she particularly showed
the
tremendous
amount of love and support
through her illness – often suffering, but
given
to
her
as
she transitioned from this
hiding it from everyone. She was always
straightforward. She said what she thought! If earthly life.
We are also grateful for all you have done
she didn’t like something, she told you. If she
for
us and for creating such a beautiful service
did like something, she told you. You knew
of
thanksgiving. Many friends and family
where you stood – and that makes life simple!
commented
that the service was very nice and
And nothing was ever said with rancour. And
a
fitting
tribute
to Avril.
to that, you have to add a great sense of
With
Warm Regards
humour.
Harry,
Brighid,
Edward and Tracey
Avril did have her struggles outside of
10

In November, we held the funeral for
Avril Critchlow, a special member of
our church. Avril had struggled with
health for a while, but her illness
developed very quickly over the final
few days of her life, and I think it has
been a shock to us all that she died when
she did.
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Lenzie Branch
As a Branch, we are looking forward to
our congregational Christmas meal,
which will be held on Sunday 10th
December after the 10.30am service.
This will be a ‘bring and share’ lunch,
so if you would like to contribute to the
meal, please see Maxine.
Financial donations on the day will be sent
to the MU Christmas Appeal. The Appeal this
Christmas will help women who have
experienced gender-based violence get back
on their feet and build a new life for
themselves and their family – both in the UK
and further afield. More information about the
Appeal will be available on the day, and can be
found on the main Mothers’ Union website:
mothersunion.org.

Panto Time!
Glennis has booked for a group to go to
the Kirky Players Panto, Cinderella, at
Campsie Memorial Hall in Lennoxtown
at 6.30pm on Saturday 20th January
2018. She may have spare tickets so, if
you would like to go, please speak to her
as soon as possible.

Our 2 course lunch is available to all – we
would love to see you on the day.
In January, our Branch will be 10 years
old, so as well as holding our AGM at our
regular monthly meeting on the 10th at 1pm,
we will be celebrating our ‘Tin’ anniversary.
We plan to undertake ten ‘things’ over the
coming year with the theme of ‘tin and ten’, so
watch this space as we describe our progress
over the coming months. Hopefully by the
time the next magazine is published we may
have come up with our plan for the year, so
will be able to list our ‘things’.
Please feel free to come to any of our
meetings – all are welcome – we would love to
have you join us
Maxine Gow
Branch Leader

In the developing world, it can be very
difficult to get or afford underwear. Lack of
underwear can cause many problems as well as
indignities, especially for women. Our branch
is continuing to support a charity that seeks to
meet the need. Smalls for All collects
underwear and gets it to where it’s needed.
particularly in Africa. Bras can be worn, but
must be in good conditions. Knickers must be
brand new and unwrapped. All children’s
underwear is welcome, for boys or girls.
If you can help, there is a container for
your donations at the back of church. You can
find out more about this Scottish charity from
their website: www.smallsforall.org
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First female Bishop
The Episcopal Synod of the Scottish
Episcopal Church has elected the first
female bishop to serve in the SEC. The
Revd Canon Anne Dyer was elected the
new Bishop of Aberdeen & Orkney on
9th November 2017.
Canon Dyer has been Rector of Holy
Trinity church, Haddington since 2011. Her
wider church involvement includes being a
member of the Scottish Episcopal Institute
Council and a member of General Synod.
Being in the first group of women for each
of these Orders, Canon Dyer was ordained
Deacon in 1987 and Priest in 1994 in
Rochester. She served as Warden of Cranmer
Hall, Durham and before that was Ministry
Development Officer in the Diocese of
Rochester. Prior to ordination, Anne Dyer read
Chemistry at St Anne’s College, Oxford and
was a Business Systems Analyst with Unilever
before training for ordained ministry at
Wycliffe Hall, Oxford and studying theology

at King’s College
London.
The Most Rev
Mark Strange, Bishop
of Moray, Ross &
Caithness and Primus
of the SEC says “I am delighted to welcome
the Revd Canon Anne Dyer to the College of
Bishops. Anne brings with her a wealth of
experience in theological education and
mission development, and has so many of the
gifts sought by the diocese together with a
deeply loving and generous personality.
I am also delighted that those gifts have
allowed us to elect a woman to our College of
Bishops. Please pray for Anne, her family, for
the congregation at Haddington and for the
Diocese of Aberdeen & Orkney as they
journey on in faith.”
Canon Dyer was born in 1957, is married
and has a daughter. She will be consecrated
Bishop at St Andrew’s Cathedral, Aberdeen on
Thursday, 1st March 2018.

A Bagpipers Story
As a bagpiper, I play many gigs.
Recently I was asked by a funeral
director to play at the graveside service
for a homeless man with no family or
friends. The service was to be at a
cemetery some distance away.
As I was not familiar with the area, I got
lost and finally arrived an hour late. The
funeral director and hearse were long gone.
There were only the grave diggers left and they
were eating lunch. I went to the side of the
grave and looked down. The lid was partially
covered with soil. The diggers stared at me
over their sandwiches, and I sensed their
reproach that I had deserted this dead man in
his final hour of need. I didn’t know what else

to do, so I started to play.
The diggers looked quite
startled at this, and put down
their lunches. But they stood
quietly enough while I played
out my heart and soul for this
man with no family or friends.
And as I played “Amazing
Grace” the workers began to weep. They wept,
I wept, we all wept together.
When I finished, I packed up my bagpipes
and started for my car. Though my head hung
low, my heart was full. As I opened the door to
my car, I heard one of the workers say, “I
never seen nothin’ like that before and I’ve
been putting in septic tanks for twenty years.”
So apparently, I was still lost!
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Left behind . . . .
And there wasn’t any.
This was truly a dark
country,
hunkering
down. Even the other
creatures seemed to
disappear into sleep, and the snow began to
grow. Even those amazing two-legged
creatures seemed to be around a lot less. There
weren’t many of them, and many had also
headed south in their tin boxes. It simply
became colder, darker, and Govan became
hungrier. Govan was also terrified – no goose
had ever survived after having been left
behind, and he knew he wasn’t going to
survive either.
Govan had little strength left, but suddenly,
by surprise, unexpected – there was a light.
For one of the geese, this year was Yes, it was still dark, but there was a light.
different. Worse. A cat had done it. How had Bright, not too far off. Not fire – it was a
he been so stupid as not to see the cat. Of steady light. Was it good? Bad? Threatening?
course he had escaped – he was more powerful Govan didn’t know. At first he didn’t want to
than a cat. But the attack, the encounter had find out.
left him with torn feathers. A broken leg. He
But he had to find out. He had no choice.
watched as the other geese began to assemble, Well, he had a choice – he could stay where he
to take off, head south. Govan, the greylag was on the snowdeep frozen field – and die. Or
goose, stood in the field. Watched them go, he could go and see. It was bad – he only had
watched the huge flocks head south: they were the energy for one take-off, for one flight. But
not even aware of his sorrow. His fear. His fly he had to . . . .
uncertainty. Unable to join the skeins.
It was a struggle to take off, but at last he
It began to get even colder. Snow began to did, then flew, then circled the light. It was a
fall. The days got shorter. Govan did feed small building. Open at the front. The light
when he could, but there seemed so little time. both shining into it, and shining out of it. He
He had heard that the Arctic was an awful couldn’t see any of those two-legged creatures
place in the winter. He had heard – but now he they all feared so much. Maybe there was
was experiencing.
something good there. It didn’t really matter
At last what was there. He circled lower, flew in.
there was no
It was strange. A wooden box. A couple of
light,
no large “things” - looked like creatures but
daylight. No seemed to be stone. There was straw. There
time to feed. was some warmth from the light. He slumped
Yes,
he on the straw, exhausted never to rise again so
could
fly he felt. His energy was gone. He flopped his
again, but he head on his back and consciousness deserted
needed light. him.
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Every winter the geese flew south.
Somehow in September, it started to get
colder and the days shorter, a hint to
start eating well. October and the frosts
appeared. And the geese left. A week of
flying to end up in wet fields and
marshes in the Mountain Country.
Somehow the winter months were about
survival. A time when nothing
happened, a time to wait, until back to
the north, new life, nest building,
breeding . . . The Mountain Country
was simply a place to last out the winter
till the days started to lengthen, the sun
to warm. Then home . . . .

Advent
Craft & Chat
Are you free on Monday afternoons
through Advent, from 1 – 3pm?

What a great season we have had so far.
The latest concert on 18th November
Do you want to do something “fun”
with The Atholl Duo of Lee Holland
(flute) and Glynn Forrest (marimba)
and creative?
Why not come along to the church to (photo below) was another gem.
There will now be a break over the festive
help us with our “alternative”
season,
but McOpera will be back with their
Christmas decorations?

Piano Trio featuring baritone Andy Taggart on
Last year, we had the full
10th February 2018. The final concert is
size crib as people entered
planned for 17th March. The details are still to
the church, along with our
be confirmed. More in the February issue.
stained glass windows. The
year before, we had our
hanging crib scene. The year
before that, we have special
Advent Sunday stations . . . .
So what about this year? Got some ideas;
hope you have too! Everyone is welcome.
There are things everyone can do. And there is
a lot of chat, laughter and tea/coffee. Everyone
is welcome to join us however many times
they want! We’ll be there on the 4th, 11th and
18th December . . . .
Our usual Craft & Chat will be back on
29th January 2018 between 1 and 3pm.

Govan was wakened by sounds. His head Other two-legged creatures came to see,
jerked up, terrified. He saw two figures looking into the building, looking at him.
disappearing. Those two legged creatures.
Then he was aware of the sounds they were
Otherwise, nothing was different. No – there making. And there were melodies – just as the
was something. A bowl, next to him. White geese sang, so these creatures sang.
spongy stuff. Milk. He had tasted it before
He never knew what they were saying or
once. He ate. Then slept.
singing. He made no sense when one said “if a
The next day he woke, and there was creature comes from darkness to our crib, who
another bowl. He ate. Four or five days later he are we to turn them away?”
felt stronger, each day a bowl of food
And then the lights were turned off but the
appearing. On the fifth day he still sat there, day was light. And Govan felt not only his
but there were two of those creatures wing and leg were healed, but his heart was
watching. He had to eat.
too. This place had given him life. Now time to
It was okay. A few more days the same, soar, to live, to find his partner, to breed – the
then he was walking around the building. building had given him life again . . .
15

Tell the Truth!
One of my favourite writers is someone
considered the greatest Old Testament
scholar alive today, an American called
Walter Brueggemann. A few years ago,
when in Manchester, he was the guest
speaker at our clergy conference, and
he was amazing! Even better speaker
than writer, and he is a brilliant writer.
This is a quote from him, worth
thinking about:

point. But I did think, should I reply, I should
say something like “True – because Jesus is
the answer to illusion, Jesus is the comfort to a
grieving society, Jesus is the one to take away
despair.” It seemed sad to me that somehow
for him, Jesus seemed so limited – that Jesus
wasn’t there in illusion, grief and despair, and
what we need when facing these things.
Somehow in that response, it seemed that
he wanted Jesus as something separate from
the struggles of the world, rather than right
with us in the midst of those struggles.

The prophetic tasks of the church are to
tell the truth in a society that lives in illusion;
grieve in a society that practices denial, and
expresses hope in a society that lives in
despair.
Ironically, after I liked it and expressed my
appreciation for it on facebook, someone I
have never known before commented “Why
not just talk about Jesus? Just saying . . . . ” I
didn’t reply – it sounded rude and there was no

Mothers’ Union
Christmas Lunch
Sunday 10th December 2017
After 10.30am service

All Welcome
See page 12 for more details

CHRISTMAS FESTIVAL
The Church will be decorated for Christmas on
SATURDAY, 16th DECEMBER 2017 from 9.30am onwards
Donations of holly, ivy and flowers
would be most welcome.

CLEAR-UP Day

There will be flowers to arrange, the Christmas
tree to assemble and decorate, the crib to
organise, the brasses to clean and tea and
coffee to make. A little job for everyone.
It’s fun and there will be mince pies and
plenty of chat so please come along and
help.
You will be MOST welcome.

THURSDAY 4th JANUARY 2018
at 10.45am
The Christmas decorations and tree
need to be cleared from the church and
vases and oasis packed away. Again
your help would be much appreciated.
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Thank you
Anne

NOT TO BE READ UNTIL NEW YEAR’S EVE OR LATER . . . . !!!!!!!

I bet you are reading this before New
Years Eve!!!!! Every year, we have this
magazine which covers December and
January, and comes out at the
beginning of December. I write a
“Rector’s Letter”, and because of the
timing it is always about Christmas that
is about to arrive. I had a thought!
What would I write in my Rector’s
letter if I was writing one for the
beginning of January? So this is my
attempt to write a “New Year’s”
Rector’s letter.
Welcome to the new year! We hope you
had a great Christmas, and found something
new about our great Lord – so great he could
be born a refugee, an outcast, in poverty, born
to an unmarried mother in a stable, and that
would show us even more of his greatness,
even more of his love for us. However, we
now turn our faces to the new year, to 2018.
For us in the northern hemisphere, in a
country with the reputation that Scotland has,
that following this great event of hope and
expectation, we move forward to what is for
many the darkest and coldest and bleakest part
of the year. January and February feel cold, the
period when we are most likely to have snow
and ice and frost. The time when many of the
trees sleep, many of our birds have flown
south, many of our wildlife are hibernating and
simply existing on scarce rations.
It does take me back to the story of
Christmas, and more importantly its aftermath.
The visit of the Wise Men, the raging jealousy
of Herod, terrified a true king was coming to
usurp his place. Babies killed. Jesus taken by
Mary and Joseph as refugees to Egypt. The
next couple of weeks may be bleak for us, but
the aftermath of the birth of Jesus was far
bleaker for him, his family and his community.
The weather prospects are bleak for the
next couple of months. The aftermath of the

(Nobody reads the small print!)

birth of Jesus was a bleak time for him, his
family and those they lived among. I wonder
how many people are moving into the new
year, with the prospect for ourselves looking
as bleak? There is no question that the new
year is a time of uncertainty. For some, it is a
time of hope – I hope this coming year is going
to be better than the last.
I know for sure that for some people the
coming year DOES look bleak. It can be health
issues. It can be uncertainty. It can be the
prospect or the feeling that things are going
wrong in our world. I hope that for many of us
the new year looks better . . . . .
At Christmas in 1939, the 2nd World War
had started, and King George VI made his
Christmas broadcast. He concluded by reading
a prayer from a poem written by a lady called
Minnie Louise Haskins. (Her story is
fascinating – check her out on Wikipedia, or
anywhere else of the interweb). It is a prayer
that has chimed down through the years. It was
this:
And I said to the man who stood at the gate
of the year:“Give me a light that I may tread
safely into the unknown.”
And he replied: “Go out into the darkness
and put your hand into the Hand of God. That
shall be to you better than light and safer than
a known way.” So I went forth, and finding the
Hand of God, trod gladly into the night. And
He led me towards the hills and the breaking
of day in the lone East.”
Sometimes after quoting something, I feel
I need to say what it means! I don’t think that
here. We can’t tell how the new year is going
to be. But perhaps walking into the
uncertainty, into what may appear bleak and
for some hopeless, there is nothing better than
to carry a prayer that links us to our heavenly
father on the journey forward. For me, this is
the prayer I want to carry.
Best wishes for this New Year
Les
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Anglican & Diocesan Cycle of Prayer
and/or aural impairment
14th Our preparations for the Christmas
Festival
th
15 For oppressed and persecuted
Christians and martyrs
16th Those who find Christmas a difficult
time of year

DECEMBER 2017
Daily Prayers

1st For all those living with HIV and
AIDS
nd
2 Thanksgiving for living fellowship

Sunday 3rd December
First Sunday of Advent

Sunday 17th December
Third Sunday of Advent
West Buganda (Uganda): The Rt Revd Henry
ANGLICAN

Katumba-Tamale

ANGLICAN

Wyoming (Province VI, USA): The Rt Revd
Good Shepherd and Ascension, Hillington John Smylie
(Vacancy); St Aidan’s, Clarkston (Nicholas DIOCESAN
St Paul and St John the Evangelist, Monklands
Taylor)
(Patrick O’Maoil Mheana)
Daily Prayers
DIOCESAN

Daily Prayers

4th The rejection of discrimination and
stigmatisation
th
5 The People of Finland (National
Independence Day)
6th The continuing refugee crisis
7th East Dunbartonshire “Spirit of
Christmas”
th
8 “Women’s Aid”, helping those
affected by domestic abuse
th
9 St Cyprian’s Mothers’ Union

18th Diocesan Child Protection Coordinator
Anne Jones
th
19 Worship and thanksgiving for
answered prayer
th
20 For all those exploring new aspects of
Christian life
21st Safety for those travelling over the
holiday period
nd
22 Effective mission and expansion of
congregations
23rd Hope for those who are struggling with
doubts

Sunday 10th December
Second Sunday of Advent
ANGLICAN

Western North Carolina (Province IV, USA):
The Rt Revd José Antonio McLoughlin
DIOCESAN

Sunday 24th December
Fourth Sunday of Advent
(Christmas Eve)

Christ Church, Lanark (Drew Sheridan, Robert ANGLICAN
Burgon, Richard Evans)
Yola (Jos, Nigeria): The Rt Revd Markus
Ibrahm
Daily Prayers
th
DIOCESAN
11 The National Meningitis Trust
St Cuthbert’s, Cambuslang (Paul Fletcher); St
th
12 Victim Support Scotland, helping
Andrew’s, Uddingston (Ian Barcroft, David
those affected by crime
Jasper, Jonathan Livingstone); St Mark’s, East
13th Those who are affected by visual
Kilbride (Paul Fletcher)
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& Daily Intentions
Daily Prayers

JANUARY 2018

25th Peace throughout the world
26th Worship and thanksgiving for the birth
of our Lord
27th The Ascension Trust – training Street
Pastors
th
28 Street Pastors, keeping our young
“clubbers” safe
29th All the peoples of the world
30th Thanksgiving for the year at an end

Sunday 7th January
First Sunday after Epiphany:
the Baptism of the Lord
ANGLICAN

The Anglican Church in Aotearoa, New
Zealand & Polynesia: The Most Revd Winston
Halapua, Bishop of Polynesia, Primate and
Archbishop; The Most Revd Philip
Richardson, Bishop of Taranaki
DIOCESAN

Sunday 31st December
Holy Trinity, Motherwell; St Andrew’s,
First Sunday after Christmas Wishaw (vacancy, Charles Sargent)
Daily Prayers

ANGLICAN

Zululand (Southern Africa): The Rt Revd
Monument Makhanya
DIOCESAN

St Mary the Virgin, Hamilton (Ian Barcroft)
Daily Prayers

1st Thanksgiving for every new beginning
2nd Love for God and our neighbour
3rd For ’Big Issue’ sellers and all trying to
make a fresh start
th
4 Families, especially those facing
problems or divisions
th
5 Children and young people in distress
and despair
th
6 The work of Deaf-blind Scotland

8th For teachers and children returning to
school
th
9 The Church of Sweden (Torben
Clemmenson)
th
10 The work of “Heart for the City” and
Lukas Njenga
th
11 Ministers of the Sacrament and
Pastoral Visitors
th
12 Those who are bedridden and
housebound
th
13 Bearsden and Kirkintilloch Baptist
Churches

Fair Trade
St Cyprian’s is a Fair Trade Church and is therefore
committed to using Fair Trade products.
We also run a fair trade stall, but because so much Fair
Trade produce can be purchased in our local shops and
supermarkets, we have now reduced the frequency.
The next stall will be held in December - see Link for date.
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Anglican & Diocesan Cycle of Prayer
& Daily Intentions

continued

25th All Christian charities and aid agencies
26th The National Health Service
27th Missions to Seafarers and the work of
the RNLI

Sunday 14th January
Second Sunday after Epiphany
ANGLICAN

The Anglican Church of Australia: The Most
Revd Philip Leslie Freier, Archbishop of
Melbourne and Primate

Sunday 28th January
Fourth Sunday after Epiphany
DIOCESAN
St Fillan’s, Kilmacolm; St Mary’s, Bridge of
(Septuagesima)

Weir (David Gifford, Heller Gonzalez, Robert ANGLICAN
Chambers, Gerard McKeown)
Igreja Episcopal Anglicana do Brasil: The
Daily Prayers
Most Revd Francisco De Assis Da Silva,
15th The people and the city of Glasgow
Primate of Brazil & Bishop of South-Western
Brazil
16th All Bible Study and Prayer groups
17th Pope Francis and the Church of Rome DIOCESAN
St Mary the Virgin, Port Glasgow (David
18th The Ministry Advisory Group for
Gifford, Heller Gonzalez, Robert Chambers,
Christian Unity
Gerard McKeown); St Margaret’s, Renfrew;
St John’s, Johnstone (Vacancy, Pat Smith)
19th Worldwide action for human rights
th
Daily Prayers
20 The established Church in Scotland
29th All writers and communicators
Sunday 21st January
30th Eastern Orthodox Churches
Third Sunday after Epiphany 31st Respect and understanding for people
ANGLICAN
of different faiths
The Church of Bangladesh: The Most Revd
Paul Shishir Sarker, Moderator, and Bishop of FEBRUARY 2018
Dhaka
1st For Christian Stewardship
DIOCESAN
2nd Our Diocesan Registrar (Ronald Inglis)
Holy Trinity & St Barnabas, Paisley (Vacancy)
3rd All those involved in Social Care
Daily Prayers
22nd Lutheran and Reformed Churches
23rd The Diocesan Supernumerary
24th The SEC General Synod Office

Sunday 4th February
Fifth Sunday after Epiphany
(Sexagesima)

Annual General Meeting

ANGLICAN

of the Congregation
Sunday 4th December 2018
At approx 12 noon (after 10.30am service)
All members of the congregation are invited
to attend. Please collect your copy of the
AGM papers from the back of church.

The Anglican Church of Burundi: The Most
Revd Martin Nyaboho, Archbishop of Burundi
& Bishop of Makamba
DIOCESAN

St John the Evangelist, Greenock (Wilhelmina
Nesbitt); St Bartholomew’s, Gourock (David
Stoter)
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Sunday & Christmas Readings
Advent 1

Christmas Midnight

Epiphany 2

3rd

24th

December 2017
Isaiah 62.6-12
Psalm 97
Titus 3.4-7
Luke 2.(1-7) 8-20

14th January 2018
1 Samuel 3.1-10(11-20)
Psalm 139.1-5,12-17
1 Corinthians 6.12-20
John 1.43-51

Christmas Day

Epiphany 3

25th

21st January 2018
Jonah 3.1-5,10
Psalm 62.6-14
1 Corinthians 7.29-31
Mark 1.14-20

December 2017
(Start of Year B Readings)
Isaiah 64.1-9
Psalm 80.1-7,16-18 1
Corinthians 1.3-9
Mark 13.24-37

Advent 2
10th December 2017
Isaiah 40.1-11
Psalm 85.1-2,8-13
2 Peter 3.8-15a
Mark 1.1-8

December 2017
Isaiah 62.6-12
Psalm 97
Titus 3.4-7
Luke 2.(1-7) 8-20

Epiphany 4

Advent 3

First Sunday after
Christmas

17th December 2017
Isaiah 61.1-4, 8-11
Psalm 126
1 Thessalonians 5.16-24
John 1.6-8,19-28

31st December 2017
Isaiah 61.10-62.3
Psalm 148
Galatians 4.4-7
Luke 2.22-40

Advent 4

Epiphany 1
Baptism of the Lord

24th December 2017
2 Samuel 7.1-16
Psalm 89.1-4,19-29
Rev 22.12-17,21
Gal 3.23-4.7

7th January 2018
Genesis 1.1-5
Psalm 29
Acts 19.1-7
Mark 1.4-11

Altar Guild
3rd & 10th December
17th

December

Anne Carswell (brasses only)
Decorating Team (see p16)

24th December - 21st January

Anne Carswell

28th January & 4th February

Jackie Fenton
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28th January 2018
Deuteronomy 18.15-20
Psalm 111
1 Corinthians 8.1-13
Mark 1.21-28

Epiphany 5
4th February 2018
Isaiah 40.21-31
Psalm 147.1-12
1 Corinthians 9.16-23
Mark 1.29-39

Kalendar
DECEMBER 2017
Sat 2nd
Sun 3rd

Mon 4th
Thu 7th
Fri 8th
Sun 10th

Thu 14th

10am - 2pm

Christmas Fair

First Sunday of Advent
9.15am
Holy Communion (said)
10.30am
Sung Eucharist
12noon (approx)
Annual General Meeting of the Congregation
3pm
Service at Lillyburn
7pm
Concordia at St David’s, Kirkintilloch
7pm
Concordia at Carmellite Monastery
10am
Holy Communion in the Vestry
The Conception of Mary, Mother of the Lord
Second Sunday of Advent
9.15am
Holy Communion (said)
10.30am
Sung Eucharist followed by
a Bring and Share Lunch by the Mothers’ Union (see p16)
10am
Holy Communion in the Vestry

Sun 17th

Third Sunday of Advent
9.15am
Holy Communion (said)
10.30am
Sung Eucharist
6.30pm
Carol Service
Wed 20th Ember Day
Thu 21st
10am
Holy Communion in the Vestry
Fri 22nd, Sat 23rd Ember Days
Sun 24th

Mon 25th
Tue 26th
Wed 27th
Thu 28th
Sun 31st

Fourth Sunday of Advent (Christmas Eve)
9.15am
Holy Communion (said)
10.30am
Sung Eucharist
5pm
Christingle Service
11.30pm
Midnight Communion
CHRISTMAS DAY
10.30am
Holy Communion
Stephen, Deacon and Martyr
John, Apostle and Evangelist
The Holy Innocents
10am
Holy Communion in the Vestry
First Sunday after Christmas
9.15am
Holy Communion (said)
10.30am
Sung Eucharist
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Please see the Link for changes to the Kalendar. If you missed getting a copy
at Church, it can be downloaded from: link.stcyprianslenzie.com.

JANUARY 2018
Mon 1st
Thu 4th
Sat 6th

THE NAMING OF JESUS
10am
Holy Communion in the Vestry
THE EPIPHANY

Sun 7th

First Sunday after Epiphany: the Baptism of the Lord
9.15am
Holy Communion (said)
10.30am
Sung Eucharist
3pm
Service at Lillyburn
1pm
Mothers’ Union Branch AGM & 10th Anniversary Celebration
10am
Holy Communion in the Vestry
Kentigern (or Mungo), Bishop

Wed 10th
Thu 11th
Sat 13th
Sun 14th

Thu 18th
Sun 21st

Tue 23rd
Thu 25th
Sun 28th

Mon 29th

Second Sunday after Epiphany
9.15am
Holy Communion (said)
10.30am
Sung Eucharist
Week of Prayer for Christian Unity until 25th
10am
Holy Communion in the Vestry
Third Sunday after Epiphany
9.15am
Holy Communion (said)
10.30am
Sung Eucharist
3pm
Afternoon Service
7pm (tbc)
ACTS Service for the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity
in St.Marys Parish Church, Kirkintilloch with Fr Len Purcell preaching
The Conversion of Paul, Apostle
10am
Holy Communion in the Vestry
Fourth Sunday after Epiphany (Septuagesima)
9.15am
Holy Communion (said)
10.30am
Sung Eucharist
1-3pm
Craft and Chat with Glennis

FEBRUARY 2018
Thu 1st
Fri 2nd

10am
Holy Communion in the Vestry
THE PRESENTATION OF THE LORD

Sun 4th

Fifth Sunday after Epiphany (Sexagesima)
9.15am
Holy Communion (said)
10.30am
Sung Eucharist
3pm
Service at Lillyburn
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Sally
Hadden

10 Dec

Bill Watt

Sally
Hadden

Bill Watt

Jackie
Fenton
Paul
Hindle
Sally
Hadden
Jackie
Fenton
Sally
Hadden
Jackie
Fenton
Jackie
Fenton
Paul
Hindle
Mary
Haigh
Jackie
Fenton
Sally
Hadden
Paul
Hindle

Mary
Haigh
Sally
Hadden
Paul
Hindle
Sally
Hadden

Sally
Hadden
Jackie
Fenton
Paul
Hindle
Paul
Hindle
Jackie
Fenton
Sally
Hadden

Server

Crucifer

Sally
Hadden
Judith
Beastall

Jill Taylor

Old
Testament
Maxine
Gow
Anne
Carswell
Janet
Faughey
Judith
Beastall
Kathryn
Potts
Eileen
Ferry
Mary
Boyd
Jacqui
Stother
Kevin
Wilbraham
Maxine
Gow
Janet
Faughey
Anne
Carswell
David
Taylor
Kathryn
Potts
Mary
Boyd

Ruth Hart

Jill Taylor

New
Testament
Jacqui
Stother
Kevin
Wilbraham
David
Taylor
Sally
Hadden

Mary
Haigh
Jacqui
Stother
Gavin
Boyd
Maxine
Gow

Ruth Hart

Gavin
Boyd
Maxine
Gow

Ruth Hart

Intercessions
Aileen
Mundy
Mary
Haigh
Gavin
Boyd
Jacqui
Stother

10.30am

Kevin Wilbraham
& Maxine Gow
Eileen Ferry
& Andy Robb
David Taylor
& Gavin Boyd
Eileen Ferry
& Jill Taylor
Andy Robb
& Maxine Gow
Gavin Boyd
& Kevin Wilbraham

Gavin Boyd

Kevin Wilbraham
& Andy Robb
Jill Taylor
& Eileen Ferry
Gavin Boyd
& Maxine Gow
Andy Robb
& David Taylor
Andy Robb
& David Taylor

Sides Persons

Jackie Fenton

Kathryn Potts

Mary & Gavin
Boyd

Judith Beastall

Maxine Gow

Anne & George
Carswell

Jill Taylor

Pat & Paul Hindle

Eileen Ferry

Kathryn Potts

Coffee

Kevin Wilbraham
& Jacqui Stother
Gavin Boyd
& Aileen Mundy
Janet Faughey
& Judith Beastall
Paul Hindle
& Paulene Scarlett
Jacqui Stother
& Judith Beastall
Gavin Boyd
& Janet Faughey
Jill Taylor
& Kevin Wilbraham

Aileen Mundy
& Gavin Boyd
Paul Hindle
& Judith Beastall
Eileen Ferry
& Gavin Boyd
Paulene Scarlett
& Judith Beastall

Counting

If you change duty with another person, please update the rotas posted in the Hall Vestibule and at the back of the Church

4 Feb

28 Jan Bill Watt

21 Jan

14 Jan Bill Watt

7 Jan

31 Dec Bill Watt

24 Dec

11.30pm
Service
10.30am
25 Dec
Service

24 Dec Bill Watt

17 Dec Bill Watt

Bill Watt

Server

9.15 am

3 Dec

Date

Sunday & Christmas Duty Rota

